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WID sets recorD for area IrrIgateD
strategic investments by irrigators, the WID and the Province have all contributed to a record irrigation season,  
for both activity and efficiency.

More than 82,000 acres were irrigated within the WID during this 
incredibly dry and challenging year.

“all the investments are paying off,” says Brian sander, WID’s Water 
Master. “With higher efficiency irrigation systems, modernization of 
infrastructure and enhanced water management, it’s possible to irrigate 
more land.”

In light of the record activity in 2021, the WID Board has approved 
distribution of 393 acres of permanent rights for the 2022 season. this brings us to the limit specified in the 
Irrigation Districts act.  

the record efficiency achieved this season could allow for an increase to the number of acres the WID is able to 
serve, offering the opportunity to expand for interested landowners, based on a successful plebiscite of irrigators. 

the WID recognizes the interest in irrigating more land amongst our landowners, and those who benefit from their 
crops. We will continue to make investments that allow expansion to be possible. 

Thank you  
to our irrigators! 

Your investments and hard work  
make a difference and it is  
our privilege to serve you

eagle lake

60+ years of irrigation  
allows 900 varieties  

to be grown at Eagle Lake,  
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from the time she was young, anita Heuver developed a passion for plants and for business. 

In the 1960s, anita’s father tony and his brother Henry established eagle Lake Nurseries near strathmore, seeding 
and growing turf grasses with water from eagle Lake. When a connection was made to the WID’s North a canal, 
they could flow water into a large 
holding pond on the farm. access 
to reliable and good quality water 
contributed to the family’s ability to 
expand into a large nursery. Now, they 
have 600 active acres growing more 
than 900 varieties of trees, shrubs and 
perennials targeted for the wholesale 
landscaping market. 

Various types of irrigation support 
their four farm locations – fields of 
large trees have drip irrigation which 
is 90%+ efficient; potted trees have a 
system with a targeted tube to spray 
directly into each pot; and for shrubs 
and perennials, overhead systems are 
used. the holding pond is crucial for their ability to care for all plants in early spring and through the fall.

“our production of trees is so much better now,” explains anita. “Drip irrigation was revolutionary for our business 
– it makes a better tree and root ball when we can put water right at the roots.”

the team at eagle Lake works to anticipate what clients will want and need, even several years in advance, so 
they can provide a one-stop-shop for a range of landscaping projects. and that’s what still energizes anita about 
the business, navigating and influencing planting practices. 

“It’s an exciting time for our industry, more decision makers are seeing that plants are not only beautiful but are 
helpful to mitigate floods by providing drainage, clean the air, and can survive extreme temperatures. We can 
bring that awareness to our clients and help them care for our environment.”   

rooteD IN IrrIgatIoN

of IrrIgateD NurserIes IN aLBerta 
are located in the Wid

65%+ 

LocaL expertise  
& pLants 

thanks to anita’s 
recommendations, the Wid  
has sourced and is planting  
local, drought-resistant plant 
varieties for the landscaping 
of our new facility in 
Strathmore, set to open  
this fall.



PIPeLINe DeLIVers effIcIeNcy aND 
DIVersIty
Innovation and growth are important themes in the Bruce farms operation, located primarily around cheadle. 
and now thanks to Phase 1 of the field-strangmuir pipeline, the installation of new, high-efficiency irrigation on 
additional acres has occurred the year after construction. 

“Now that water is flowing through the new 
pipeline to a portion of our land, we don’t have 
trouble with weeds, it’s all screened before it gets 
to us which helps with costs for sure,” explains 
ron Warrack, ceo of the family-run farm.  

at this point, about 25% of Bruce farms’ land 
is irrigated. ron looks forward to future phases 
which will allow additional expansion of irrigation 
in their operation.

“It’s a good project, definitely,” adds Warrack,  
“we will have the opportunity to diversify to  
higher-value crops with efficient irrigation.”

It’s a substantial family business, with ron’s brothers 
Jeff and sonny, and sister Joanne and her husband 
Mike Barrett all 
involved. and the 
next generation 
is also joining in. 
they grow hay, 
peas, canola, 
wheat, barley, and run a cattle feeding operation. 

they appreciate the ability to monitor what’s going 
on with their pivots through an online app and are 
working towards full automation to turn water on 
and off remotely. “to be able to see what’s going 
on using our phones is awesome,” says Warrack.

at this point 25%  
of Bruce Farms’ land  

is irrigated

oUr neW FacilitY 
in StrathMore  
is taking shape  
and will be ready  
for move-in after 
thanksgiving

continuing the family legacy, Jake Warrack stands at the WID’s  
solar-powered weed screener for the field-strangmuir Pipeline



INVestINg IN MoDerNIzeD 
INfrastructure saVes Water
as the air becomes more crisp, the WID wraps up our 
second season of summertime construction. 

for the field-strangmuir Pipeline, long stretches of 
open canals are being replaced by a closed pipeline 
which eliminates water losses due to evaporation, 
infiltration and return flows. Phase 2 is done and 
Phase 3 is underway. additional landowners can 
expect to have access to water, to expand irrigation 
on their farms – all delivered through an efficient and 
modern water delivery system.

“Installing pipe without worrying about frost and 
harsh conditions is more effective and ensures a high-
quality end product,” explains shawn thurber, the 
WID’s Project coordinator overseeing construction. 
“and it’s awesome that irrigators will benefit from 
this improved infrastructure so much sooner.”

the WID appreciates contributions from the Province that have accelerated the completion of this work. this 
continued investment through the Irrigation rehabilitation Program has been particularly effective for the WID  
as the Province provides $3 for every dollar contributed by the WID.

the southern portion of Phase 1 of the cooperative 
stormwater Management Initiative was also  
completed this summer. the collaboration with local 
municipalities was recognized last spring with a ‘Waters 
Next’ award for the innovative approach to managing 
stormwater. It is made possible with more than  
$13.5M in funding from provincial and federal 
governments. ultimately, it’s about maintaining and 
enhancing water quality in the long term for our irrigators 
– a key priority for the WID.

To contact our office,  
call 403-934-3542  

or email inquiry@wid.net

wid board of dirEcTors
doug brown Division 1

Henry colpoys Division 2  
rick Page Division 3 
dan shute – chair Division 4

ray Kettenbach –  Division 5 
Vice chair 

waTEr suPPLY conTacTs
brian sander  Water Master 403-325-0493

Eric beingessner Asst Water Master  403-325-0777

derrick McGougan Chestermere 403-899-4638   

clive Tilson Carseland 403-899-4641 

Joe friedman Gleichen/Cluny 403-325-4642

wes sproule Rockyford 403-325-4640

Jr dunbar Crowfoot 403-325-4639

Jaye wegener Strathmore 403-325-4601

crews installed pipeline throughout the summer season

VisiT our websiTe for  
full deTails regarding:

wid’s annual distribution of acres  
– application deadline nov 30, 2021

notice of annual Meeting – wed, apr 6, 2022

notice of election – for board position in 2022


