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LENDING ACRES DEEPLY APPRECIATED
With a spike in Alternate Parcel 
Irrigation Agreements for the 
upcoming water season, more than 
100 irrigators now have additional 
acres thanks to the cooperation of 
fellow irrigators. 

A fresh marketing initiative helped 
to explain the process to let other 
irrigators borrow acres for a year. The 
WID Board reviewed and approved 
the agreements, and there may be 
more yet to come. 

“It was important for those with 
irrigation acres that they don’t plan 
to use, to understand how they can 
easily lend the acres for a season at a 
time,” says Donna Mitchel, Executive 
Manager of Administration. “When they understood that they set the price, the number of irrigation acres, and that 
contracts are year-to-year, many more stepped up to help.”

There is always a need, and more demand than there are irrigation acres 
available. 

“This is a perennial challenge,” Mitchel points out. “We are continually looking 
for ways to increase the acres available.”

Since the effort to lend acres between irrigators began in 2018 with just 370 
acres, the growth has been exponential – there are 6,800 acres being used 
when they would otherwise be sleeping, a 20% rise over last season.  

With the boost in Alternate Parcel Irrigation Agreements, the system will be 
operating at a higher capacity, using 93% of the irrigation acres allowed by 
the Province. 

“Our irrigators are so relieved to have arrangements in place, and we are pleased 
to have a higher portion of our allocated acres in use.”

Effective and straight forward, the Alternate Parcel Irrigation Agreement is 
mutually benefi cial to both parties. For more information, please contact the 
WID offi ce.
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TOP QUESTIONS THE OFFICE TEAM ANSWERS

▶ When does water season start? The fi rst week of May, 
every year.

▶ Are there irrigation acres available? Unfortunately, the 
demand for irrigation acres is more than the supply.

▶ What is the minimum acre size to irrigate a parcel? 50 
irrigation acres

▶ What grants are available to upgrade my irrigation 
equipment? There are multiple opportunities! Call the offi ce 
or check our website. 

REMEMBERING JOHANNES (JOHN) KOST (1950-2021)
John Kost joined the WID in 2008 as a construction supervisor for the South Cluny pipeline project and 
continued for 10 years until his retirement. 

With a wide breadth of wisdom and practical knowledge complemented by an approachable and 
trusting demeanour, John had connections with the entire WID community. He was full of stories, had 
an unmistakable laugh, and would always make time to sit and just listen – his presence made others 
feel welcomed. 

John tragically passed away in December 2021. He was more than a former colleague – a treasured friend and confi dant to  
    many who had the opportunity to know him. The WID team mourns with John’s wife, Gisela, his son and daughter-in-law, 
        Lukas and Jade, and many family members and friends. Read more at www.wid.net

EXPERT ADVICE BUILDS TRUST
When Charlotte Mandel came on board at the WID almost eight years ago, there 
was no question that she would be an asset to the team. 

With prior experience in agricultural banking, Charlotte is well-acquainted with 
the local farming community. She understands the challenges and efforts to be 
successful in the ag industry, including the value of irrigation as a form of insurance 
for growers and appreciates the signifi cant fi nancial investment involved. 

It takes time to become well-versed in irrigation operations and its lingo, 
along with the complex mix of work to understand. From the requirements of 
various government agencies, forms and processes, to understanding the many 
construction projects on the go at once.

But for Charlotte, equally as important are the relationships with colleagues and clients she and the Information 
Systems team aim to serve, which builds trust. They are the information hub for irrigators and other departments 
within the WID.

“We gather, fi lter, translate and communicate,” explains Charlotte. “Our job is to interpret the information and 
send it to the right person in language they will 
understand.” 

No day is the same and each season presents a 
range of new tasks to tackle. Producers are doing 
more, broadening their businesses, and taking on 
year-round responsibilities. “Many farmers have 
diversifi ed, with crops becoming unpredictable 
due to hotter weather.”

When she speaks with a customer, Charlotte hopes 
they are well-informed and also feel they’ve been 
heard. She regularly educates current and future 
irrigators about grant programs and incentives to 
invest in higher effi ciency systems. 



NEW GM AT THE HELM
After a thorough search for a new General Manager, the WID Board of Directors is pleased to announce that Sean 
Mascaluk has accepted the position. 

Sean has been part of the WID team since 2020 as Executive Manager of 
Operations, and the Board is confi dent he will lead through the lens of the WID’s 
three Strategic Priorities - Water Security, Service Effi ciency and Financial Stability. 

“We’re running at an accelerated pace with our construction projects and with 
the potential of expanding our irrigation capacity,” comments Mascaluk, “I am 
excited about what lies ahead for the District.”

Demonstrating commitment, professionalism and a strategic mind for future 
planning, Sean began the new role in late March. The Board is immensely 
appreciative to Sean and Donna Mitchel for co-leading on an interim basis for
the past few months. 

COMING SOON: EXPANSION ACRES PLEBISCITE
We are committed to Service Effi ciency and are continuously upgrading and modernizing infrastructure to provide 
as many irrigation acres as possible to producers. 

One way to increase irrigation acres is through an expansion plebiscite. At the Annual General Meeting in April, we 
started to explain the process we are working towards.

In a nutshell, the WID is determining, through a complex engineering assessment, what approach would make the 
most sense. Then, a thorough information package will be prepared and sent to current irrigators, to explain the 
proposed expansion. If the irrigators agree through a voting process, the WID will apply to increase the number of 
acres we can provide.  

SO WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

 ▶ We are NOT asking to use more water. We want to  
  increase the number of irrigation acres that can be  
  used within our existing, allocated water license.  

 ▶ This is possible because of increased effi ciencies of  
  water use. The efforts of irrigators and the WID 
  in recent years mean that there is more water   
  available,  under the existing water license.

When the details are ready in the coming months, the WID will provide 
an information package and will be available to answer questions. This 
is an exciting opportunity for the WID and for our irrigators, watch for 
much more in the near future.

WE MOVED!

Visit www.wid.net 
to read more about 

our new facility



WID BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joel Tschetter Division 1

Henry Colpoys Division 2  
Rick Page Division 3 
Dan Shute – Chair Division 4

Ray Kettenbach –  Division 5

Vice Chair 

WATER SUPPLY CONTACTS
Brian Sander  Water Master 403-325-0493

Eric Beingessner Asst Water Master  403-325-0777

Derrick McGougan Chestermere 403-899-4638  

Clive Tilson Carseland 403-899-4641 

Joe Friedman Gleichen/Cluny 403-325-4642

Wes Sproule Rockyford 403-325-4640

JR Dunbar Crowfoot 403-325-4639

Jaye Wegener Strathmore 403-325-4601

CONDENSED SCHEDULE = CONSTRUCTION ALL 
YEAR ROUND
Since our last update in the fall, plenty of progress has been made on construction projects throughout the District. 
In particular, the Glenrose Phase 3, along with the spillway, underwent considerable upgrades and is now complete. 
Improvements on ‘C’ Canal continued, from Highway 21 to 
RR 264.

Now looking ahead to this spring and summer, key focus 
areas are the Strangmuir Phase 3 & 4, south of Highway 
901 in Division 3. Work also continues on the Cooperative 
Stormwater Management Initiative.

“Overall, our infrastructure schedule is accelerated 
dramatically, we’re condensing 20 years of work into fi ve,” 
explains Sean Mascaluk, the WID’s new General Manager. 
“It’s going very well as we head into year two. We’ll see 
signifi cant effi ciencies for water usage and reduced 
seepage, which means there is more water available for 
irrigators.”

To contact our offi ce, 
call 403-934-3542 

or email inquiry@wid.net

The fi nal armour being placed on the Glenrose Canal Phase 3The fi nal armour being placed on the Glenrose Canal Phase 3

WID BOARD OF DIRECTORS UPDATES

The WID is pleased to welcome Joel Tschetter 
as the newly elected Director for Division 1, 

representing the Gleichen-Cluny area. 
Our many thanks to Doug Brown for his years of service.

CONGRATULATIONS 
to our current Board Chair 

Dan Shute, who was acclaimed for 
Division 4. 
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